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ceiling. A uniform light is thus diffused 
throughout the room which admirably 
brings out the brilliant coloring of the 
frescoes. 

The building of this cubiculum as a 
separate chamber affords an excellent 
opportunity for making a "Pompeian" 
room, by placing in it various objects of 
that period. We are fortunate enough to 
be able to make a good beginning in this 
direction by having at our disposal one of 
the most important objects ever found at 
Boscoreale. This is Mr. J. Pierpont Mor- 
gan's famous bronze Eros (figures 2 and 3), 
formerly at the South Kensington Museum 
and now transferred as a loan to this 
Museum. As is seen from the illustrations, 
Eros is represented flying forward, holding 
the socket of a torch in his left hand. The 
figure is beautifully poised and every part 
of it perfectly balanced. The preservation, 
too, is excellent; there are no parts missing, 
and though a crust covers a portion of the 
body, enough of the surface remains unaf- 
fected, especially in the charming face, to 
show the beauty of the modeling. The 
probable date of the statue is the second or 
first century B.C. The subject was a popu- 
lar one, as is seen from several statuettes 
representing flying E rotes in similar atti- 
tudes, e. g., in G. R. 32 in our collection of 
bronzes. Another feature of the room is a 
marble table with bronze rim, also from 
Boscoreale, purchased in 1905, but not 
hitherto exhibited. It was found in pieces 
and was put together with some restora- 
tions, especially in the leg. The bronze 
rim is decorated with a beautiful design in- 
laid with silver and niello. 

The removal of the cubiculum from the 
centre of Gallery 10 has cleared the whole 
floor space of that room. It is proposed to 
use this for Greek sculpture in addition to 
Gallery 11, which is already well filled. 
This new arrangement will also enable 
visitors to see the frescoes on the walls 
from a greater distance than was possible 
formerly when the cubiculum stood there, 
as this largely obstructed the view. The 
general effect of the room has also been 
brightened by painting the walls a lighter 
tone, which brings out the varied colors 
of the paintings. G. M. A. R. 



DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICAL ART 

THE ACCESSIONS OF I909 

I 

IN Gallery 1 1 of the first floor, re- 
arranged as described in anotherarticle, 
have been temporarily placed the ac- 
quisitions of the Classical Department 
made during the year 1909. According to 
our usual custom these have been allowed to 
accumulate in Europe and were sent over to 
the Museum in one shipment, except the 
Old Market Woman, which was received 
some months previously. They will be de- 
scribed in detail later in a series of articles 
in the Bulletin; but while they are ex- 
hibited together, before the distribution to 
their respective galleries, a short account of 
their general character will be necessary. 
The consignment consists of ten marbles, 
nineteen bronzes (including as one item a 
collection of fifteen small pieces), thirty-one 
vases, nine figurines, and other objects in 
terra-cotta, and one fragment of stucco with 
relief. All the objects are of the high 
artistic standard which we are endeavoring 
to maintain in acquisitions made in this 
department. Among the marbles there are 
four pieces of first-rate importance. These 
are, besides the Old Market Woman (see 
Bulletin, November, 1909), a splendid 
Greek Lion, similar in type to the lions 
from the Nereid monument in the British 
Museum; a fragmentary statue of a Seated 
Philosopher, inscribed with the name of the 
sculptor Zeuxis, remarkable for the fine 
treatment of the drapery; and a Crouching 
Venus, another replica of the well-known 
type of which the most famous copy is the 
statue from Vienne in the Louvre. A cast of 
the latter has been placed side by side with 
our example; a comparison of the two will 
show the superior workmanship of our ex- 
ample. It should be mentioned that in the 
purchase of this Venus and of the Lion the 
Museum was generously assisted by con- 
tributions from Mr. James Loeb and an 
anonymous friend of the Museum. The 
other marbles are: a charming small torso 
of Venus, a Roman portrait bust of the 
early Imperial period, a Roman sepulchral 
relief with portrait heads of husband and 
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wife; a fragment of a centaur in rosso 
antico; and a small male head of the Roman 
period. Besides the above, there is an- 
other Greek marble lion of smaller dimen- 
sions, which has not yet been shipped 
from abroad. 

The bronzes form valuable additions to 
our already important collection. They 
include: three Etruscan mirrors engraved 
with scenes representing Odysseus attack- 
ing Circe, Bellerophon killing the Chimaera, 
and Peleus and Thetis; two small statuettes, 
one of Herakles struggling with a lion, the 
other a Satyr of the same type as the well- 
known one in the Museum of Naples; a 
cista-handle in the form of two youths 
carrying the dead body of a third; several 
vase handles of divers shapes; and various 
utensils and objects of a decorative charac- 
ter. Of special interest is also a farmyard 
group consisting of a country cart, a plow, 
two yokes, oxen, goats, pigs, and sheep. 

Among the vases special mention must be 
made of a kylix (drinking-cup) inscribed 
with the name of the maker Hieron ('Icpouv 
WoiWev) . As we have but few signed Greek 
vases, an example bearing the name of one 
of the foremost vase painters of Athens 
is an acquisition of importance. This, as 
well as a kylix in the style of the painter 
Epiktetos and a krater (mixing-bowl) in 
that of Amasis II, arrived in fragments 
and are being put together in our repairing 
shop. Each of the other vases, especially 
an exquisite pyxis (toilet-box) with an in- 
terior scene, has a special interest. An 
interesting accession is a group of nineteen 
vases consisting of a large bydria (water- 
jar) and a number of plates, cups, and 
jugs of the period 300-250 B.C. These 
were found together in one grave and 
probably formed a dinner service. 

Of the terra-cottas, a flying Eros with 
admirably preserved colors, a head of a 



faun, and a small plaque with two women 
delicately incised are the most interesting. 
G. M. A. R. 



NOTES 

The Library. — The number of readers 
using the Library during the past month 
was two hundred and forty-five. The ad- 
ditions during this period were two hundred 
and twenty-three volumes, divided as fol- 
lows: by purchase, two hundred and ten 
volumes; by presentation, thirteen volumes. 

The donors are: Mr. Edward Branders, 
Messrs. Edmond Johnson, Ltd. (through 
Mr. John H. Buck), Mr. William Macbeth, 
Mrs. R. Tait McKenzie, and Mr. Frank J. 
Mather, Jr. 

The additions to the Library during the 
past year number sixteen hundred and 
ninety-four volumes. 

The collection now contains upward of 
eighteen thousand volumes, including a 
large number of important periodicals re- 
lating to archaeology and the fine and in- 
dustrial arts, and a collection of twenty- 
seven thousand photographs. The books 
may be consulted by students and visitors 
at all times when the Museum is open to 
the public. 

Attendance. — The number of visitors 
at the Museum during the month of De- 
cember is shown in the following table: 

DECEMBER 

1908 
20 Free days 35,549 
4 Evenings . 767 



4 Sundays. .20,539 
7 Pay days . 2,149 



1909 

18 Free days 23,401 

4 Evenings . 544 

4 Sundays.. 1 6,974 

9 Pay days . 2,595 



59,004 



43.5M 
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